
 

 

 

 

Subscribe Past Issues 
 
 
 

View this email in your browser 

August 2017 Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Mexico Orchid Guild 

Newsletter 
August 2017 

Our next regular meeting will be: 

 

August 13th at 1:30pm 

Growers forum begins at 1:00pm 

Albuquerque Garden Center, 10120 Lomas 

Blvd NE 

(Just West of Eubank on the South Side of 

Lomas in Los Altos Park) 

 

As usual, please bring something to share. 

Healthy snacks are appreciated! 

 
Members are encouraged to wear their 

membership badges 

Main Program: Ron Midgett of 

New Earth Orchids will 

present "Green with Envy: 

Evolution of Green Cattleyas" 

 
Growers Forum: Growing Cattleyas in  New 

http://eepurl.com/bwEbNf
http://us11.campaign-archive2.com/home/?u=12dc37e13ce5fa1e806d6fc27&amp;id=92f7a92886
http://mailchi.mp/6d5d28060093/august-2017-newsletter?e=4900c70c1f


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mexico presented by NMOG member 

Dorothy Duff 

Growers Forums begin at 1:00 

 

 

From the President's Desk: 

President’s Message 

August 2017 

While I was somewhat disappointed in the lower than average attendance at the 
July meeting, I have decided to attribute it to it being a holiday weekend, on an 
“off” Sunday and with no scheduled program. 

I will say that those in attendance enjoyed a great selection of ice cream flavors 
and a really nice selection of blooming vandas. With fewer in attendance the raffle 
was also easier to win! 

Our friend and fellow NMOG member, Ron Midgett, of New Earth Orchids in 
Santa Fe will be our guest speaker on Sunday, August 13th. His topic will be 
“Green with Envy, the Origin of Green Cattleyas”. Ron always brings a nice 
selection of sale plants. Member Dorothy Duff will conduct the Grower’s Forum at 
1:00 PM in the Patio Room prior to the general meeting. She considers herself a 
novice grower, although I disagree after seeing the success she has. Her topic will 
be “Cattleyas, What Could Go Wrong?” 

Our September, 10th meeting will be devoted to hands on repotting. Check the 
September newsletter for instructions and cost. 

Save the date: December 10th will be our annual Holiday party at Season’s 
restaurant in Old Town. More details and the menu will be forthcoming. 

Keep cool and happy growing. 

Keith 

 
NMOG Website: http://www.nmorchidguild.org/ 
American Orchid Society Website: http://aos.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Show and Tell Winners 
July 2017 

Photos by Barb Beil 

http://www.nmorchidguild.org/
http://www.nmorchidguild.org/
http://www.nmorchidguild.org/
http://aos.org/default.aspx?id=1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advanced 1st Place 

Aerangis luteo-alba var. rhodosticta 

Kelly McCracken 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advanced 2nd Place 

Haraella retrocalla "in Dinosaur" 

Kelly McCracken 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intermediate 1st place 

Vanda Hiroshima Choice 

Matthew Polmanter 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Novice 1st place 

Vanda Suksamran Sunlight 'Sunkiss" 

Frannie Gaede 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet Stinky ‘Bucky,’ the Bulbophyllum Orchid that Shutdown a 

Smithsonian Greenhouse 

Orchid expert Tom Mirenda says history records the stench of this plant as 

reminiscent of a thousand dead elephants rotting in the sun 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Bucky’ and its large leaves (Smithsonian Gardens) By Tom 

Mirenda, Smithsonian Gardens SMITHSONIAN.COM 

APRIL 17, 2017 

Every orchid has an interesting story. Once you look beyond their beauty, other captivating 

qualities emerge about virtually all of them. However, there are some that stand out and make 

their presence known in ways that simply cannot be ignored. 

Whether you like them or not, indifference is unlikely to be your response. In this regard, there is 

nothing subtle about a magnificent specimen of Bulbophyllum phalaenopsis, that was donated to 

the Smithsonian Gardens last July. Charmed by its pendant glossy leaves and their resemblance to 

a beaver’s tail, donors Lynn Cook and Troy Ray of Penn Valley, Pennsylvania, dubbed it ‘Bucky;’ 

a name that lives on among Smithsonian horticulturalists now caring for the new plant. 

At the time it was originally acquired a couple of decades ago, few people outside of Asia had 

seen this species, though many had read about it and its remarkable ecology. The inflorescence, or 

flower head, consists of a cluster of about 15 to 20 reddish-brown (meat-colored) flowers covered 

with fleshy projections 

called papillae that are said to resemble wriggling maggots. Charming! 

Since it targets female carrion flies as its pollinator, engaging in ‘brood site deception,’ it also 

evolved a nasty fragrance to match its unsightly appearance. 

Early writings about it claim that its blossoms emitted an aroma reminiscent of the stench of "a 

thousand dead elephants rotting in the sun." While this is surely hyperbole, staffers have been 

waiting for many months to experience Bucky’s olfactory charms. 

Incredibly, buds were forming under one of its huge floppy leaves, which we didn’t observe until a 

https://smithsoniangardens.wordpress.com/2017/04/13/bucky-the-stinky-bulbophyllum/


 

 

visitor spied them during a greenhouse tour. We certainly would have noticed them the next day 

when they opened and started their fragrance treat – making the greenhouse almost uninhabitable 

for a few days.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bucky's flesh-like inflorescence 

A monstrous plant from lowland Papua New Guinea, Bucky loves to be warm and 

humid all the time. Given its robust girth and thick pseudobulbs (storage organs in 

the stem), we water it daily and feed it frequently. It is the most famous species 

in Bulbophyllum section Macrobulbon, of which the Smithsonian Gardens Orchid 

Collection has an almost complete set. 

They all share the same pollination strategy so more very stinky orchids are soon 

to come. Superficially the plant resembles Phalaenopsis gigantea, the 

largest Phalaenopsis species (native to Borneo). Other than both being in the 

orchid family, however, they are not at all closely related. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classifieds 
Email Kelly@dunnassoc.net to list orchids for sale or trade, orchid related items, 

or "In Search Of" posts 

mailto:Kelly@dunnassoc.net
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