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Our next regular meeting will be: The New Mexico Orghid Guild

J 11th at 1:30 DECH'D
Alubz](fuerque Gar;lrden Ceﬁtl;r:, 10120 Lomas AD v E N ‘b R E

Bivd NE
(Just West of Eubank on the South Side of
Lomas in Los Altos Park)

As usual, please bring something to share. Cakes,
cookies, and other snacks are appreciated

Members are encouraged to wear their
membership badges

& ABQ Bi .3'ar\ lotamc Garden
May B-7, 2017

s



http://eepurl.com/bwEbNf
http://us11.campaign-archive2.com/home/?u=12dc37e13ce5fa1e806d6fc27&amp;id=92f7a92886
http://mailchi.mp/332c00242908/may-newsletter?e=%5BUNIQID%5D

NMOG Show Calendar
Orchid Adventure
Albuquerque BioPark

May 5t - 7t 2017

Volunteer - Sign up to work one or more shifts at the show:
Fri. 9-1:00, 1-5:00
Sat. 9-1:00, 1-5:00
Sun. 9-1:00, 1-5:00

Fri. April 28th — Tues. May 2"
Send Debby a list of plants you will show. Include any plants that are only a “maybe”. Include plant name
and classification.
(If you’re unsure of classification send your list anyway.)
Send list to: deblieberman@earthlink.net INCLUDE 'NMOG' IN SUBJEC

Wed. May 3"
Plant Check-in: 9-11:00 only, or by special arrangement.
Special arrangement must be made before Tues. May 2", 6 pm.
Contact Debby Lieberman: deblieberman@earthlink.net or (505) 259-4991

Thurs. May 4th
Judging: 9:00 AM

It’s Show Time !!
Fri., Sat., and Sun. 9-5:00

Sun., May 7t

Clean up showroom (“like it never happened”) Helpers needed! Plant pick-up and awards ceremony:
4:40-5:00 PM

President’s Message

May 2017
Showtime!

It is hard to believe a year has passed. We are so excited to be presentm?1 Orchid
Adventure at the ABQ Biopark Botanic Garden from May 5th through the 7th
during regular park hours. Your current membershlg badge will qualify you to
receive the 15% member discount on plants purchased. Come early for the best
selection from some really special offerings.

Check the website NMorchidguild.org for complete show information, a calendar
of events, classification Tist and registration form.



mailto:deblieberman@earthlink.net
mailto:deblieberman@earthlink.net
http://www.nmorchidguild.org/?page_id=31

Please preregister your Elants with Debbie Lieberman
deblieberman@earthlink.net.

We still have a need for volunteers. If you can give even a few hours of your time
please contact our VVolunteer Chair Ana Benscoter anabenscoter@yahoo.com.

I want to thank Karl Siegler for his presentation at the April meeting. It was very
educational and provided a whole newgrospectlve of what judges look for and
how far judging has come from the “old days” of using refeérence books.

We welcome the return of Brenda Oviatt of Botanica Ltd. as our June 11th s%oeaker.

She last visited us In November 2013. Her topic will be African Angraecoids.
Check your June newsletter for preorder information.

See you at the show (credit cards welcome!)
Keith

April Show and TellWinners

Photos taken by Barb Beil
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Advanced 3rd place

Grown by Robert Steinberg
Psychopsis NOID






Intermediate division-- Second place
Diana Williams o
Phalaenopsis Sogo Yukidian



CEwtermedlaﬁe 1st place
rown by John Bennett

Lc. Gold Digger

Novice Division -- First Place
rown by Dqgrothy Duff. )
Epc. Igygauc%l X e{ot. (gold Medallions



The Missouri Orchid Farmer Who
Ditched His Greenhouse for aCave

-

Even underground, the colors are striking. COURTESY JACLYN DANGER

Orchids are amon%)nthe most delicate and fickle of all flowers, but they produce
some of the most mind-bendingly beautiful blooms in the natural world. So it’s
!|tt|ter_surEPrlse that some peoplewill go to extraordinary lengths to get them to grow
Just right.

For David Bird of Bird’s Botanicals, those lengths involve growing his flowers in a
cave located some 150 feet beneath a remote patch of MissOuri woods.

Growing and tending orchids takes a remarkable amount of time and patience.
Depending on the genus_of the orchid (there are over 750 varieties, though the
exact numper is always in flux as more are created, or lost), a single flower can
take anywhere from five to mare than 15 years to bloom. Despite the complete
lack of ‘natural sunlight and soll, Bird says his cave offers the perfect
environment to cultivate such delicate flowers.



http://birdsbotanicals.com/

A delicate cave bloom.

“The cave is great because | get to control everythm% says Bird. “I get to control
that ever da¥]ls a sunny day. 1 don thave to déal with two months of cloud
weather. umi |tcy IS alwaxs ood ecause [the garden is] under round and
1t’s pulling that cool cave air | tO cool 1t, and it’s alreadﬁl humidified. T Sézt ug)
|s aso aterrl ic energy saver, Bird says, since many of his components pull double

He uses gI‘OW lfghts that he sa}/ produce a good deal of heat, and he can

elther let that Build up or lower the temperature simply by allowing some cave air
in.

Of caurse this closed, efficient sr¥stem can alsq pose unlqcue challenges. A number
of different businesses operate 1 the same underground complex, and when their
needs collide with BlI‘d S 01¥erat10n it can be disastrous. ° ere was, one time when
a guy was runnln a forklift, a propane powered forklift. He was right outside my
space, and | told the mana]%er of the cave this Wasn 't going to work for me because
the fumes from that forklift could cause damage,” he Says. “In about a week I
noticed all the flowers were dying. All the bu s were drying up and the flowers
were falling off.” Bird lost six months of his hard-earned flowers before he and the
cave manager agreed on a solution.



The entrance to Bird’s orchid cave. COURTESY JACLYN DANGER

Bird first fell in love with orchids when he was in his teens. “My family took me
on a vacation to Hawaii, and I bought five orchids and [ never %ot over it,” he says.
Shortly after he finished college 71981, he purchased 700 orchids from a grower,
and from then on, he was in the orchid business. Throughout Bird’s career he’s
worked with Institutions ranging from the Denver Botanic Gardens to the
Internatignal Peace Garden 10 the Greater Des Moines Botanical Garden.
Eventually he started his own commercial orchid farm, Bird’s Botanicals.

Enjoying This Story?
Get our latest, delivered straight to your inbox by subscribing to our newsletter.

In the beginning, while he was only operatlng| his business as a side project, he ran
It out of a traditional greenhouse, but eventually decided he wanted o move. When
he saw a sign for underground storage at the Interstate Underground Warehouse, he
was Immediately mtrlgued thinking back to Something a felfow grower had once
told him. “T had’a buddy a long time ago in Nebraska, and he always said,
‘Greenhauses are overrated,”” says Bird. “He said, ‘They’re too hat in theé summer,
too cold in the winter. You don’t have any control.” He said %rou’d be better off
d1§g1ng a hole, putting a roof over it, and §rqwmg plants in the ground.” Bird
didn’t Set out to find a cave to grow orchids in, but once he saw one was available,
It Just made sense.

He went to the manager, bringing one of his orchids along with him, and explained
that he’d like to grow the flowers in a subterranean space. The manager asked what
he would need, and Bird said all he’d nced was ?QWGI‘ and water. The faclllté/ IS
largely devoted to the storage and distribution of items that need to be protected
from Climate shifts or moisture. Bird’s Cplan_ to grow underground orchids was a
IE)lIrst, but %e got the space, and ever since, his underground operation has

ossomed.

Today, the cave holds around 10,000 orchids at any given time. Bird also carries
orchids that were grown somewhere else and brought in just to bloom, mainly the
popular variety phalaenopsis, like you might see i any flower shop. But for the



http://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/orchid-farm-underground-missouri-birds-botanicals
http://www.kcinterstate.com/

most gart he prefers to sell his orchids in smaller settings such as farmer’s markets,
orchid shows, and his own open houses. “I like to take plants to the customer,” he
says.

‘ \ »-
Bird’s cave holds some 10,000 orchids. COURTlESY JACLYN DANGER
He also dabbles in co-?rowinrg with fellow orchid producers, and even breeding

his own crossbreeds, afthough a purely cave—% own variety has yet to bloom.
“We’re in the process. Nothing’s bloomed yet,” Bird says.

Bird’s colorful flower bunker isn’t likely to become the in_dustrty standard any time
soon, but It seems to he an_effective solution to dealing with a temperamentd
plant. It also brings Bird himself a great deal of joy. “The first thm% ou do when
%/ou go to work I1s'you look throu%;h the benches; and you look thro gh your plants
0 see who’s new foday. What’s blooming for the first'time, that you’ve'never seen.
And you go, ‘Look atthat. That’s cool.”

Classifieds

Email Kelly@dunnassoc.net to list orchids for sale or trade, orchid related items,
or "In Search Of" posts
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or More Info Visit:"

http:/ /jonahwinn.com/orchid tours

Drfe-mail winn0044@gmail.com
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Website
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